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with equal excellence. She became a popular 
figure in the community because she always 
seems to be at the right place at the right time 
whenever people need help. 

That Gerry Nelson should be recognized as 
the Lakewood Democrat of the Year is a cul-
mination of a life of service to the Democratic 
Party and to the Lakewood community. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in congratulating Gerry Nelson not only for 
her work in Lakewood, Ohio, but because she 
represents a lifetime of dedication to others 
which makes her a great American. 

f 

MEMORIALIZING BOB BACKUS 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember Bob Backus, a friend and 
devoted patriot. 

Bob and his wife of fifty-seven years, 
Nancy, lived in Lincoln, California. Bob and 
Nancy raised their children: Robert, Tami and 
Tina, who watched and learned from their fa-
ther’s commitment to serving his community 
and others. Bob served as the Chaplain for 
Vine Life Ministries, ready to respond to calls 
night or day, going wherever people needed 
help. He gave freely of his time to renovate 
and decorate old wagons for which he be-
came famous, painting them red, white and 
blue and displaying them in local fairs and pa-
rades. 

Bob spent many years as an advocate for 
the founding principles of our nation, volun-
teering and serving as an elected member of 
local political groups. Thomas Jefferson once 
said that ‘‘timid men prefer the calm of des-
potism to the tempestuous sea of liberty;’’ it is 
safe to say that Bob Backus not only chose to 
chance the waters himself, but through his ar-
dent devotion to his beloved country assured 
a brighter future for his posterity. 

Bob will be sorely missed by his friends, 
family and the countless individuals whose 
lives he touched. 

f 

CIGNA WINS ‘‘WELLNESS BY 
DESIGN’’ AWARD 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Eden Prairie, Min-
nesota-based CIGNA company for winning the 
2010 ‘‘Wellness by Design Award’’ from Hen-
nepin County for the third consecutive year. 
CIGNA, a national health service company, 
earned the Platinum award—the highest level 
of award possible. 

Cigna, which employs nearly 1,200 hundred 
people, provides health coaching programs for 
tobacco cessation, weight loss and stress, and 
a nationally-recognized employee assistance 
program. 

Hennepin County—which comprises most of 
the Third Congressional District—honors busi-
ness and schools with Wellness by Design 
awards for fostering safe and healthy work 
and learning environments. 

CIGNA’s selection as a Wellness by Design 
award winner is a tremendous example of a 
company that has taken the initiative in pro-
viding employees and customers alike with a 
safe and healthful place to work because it re-
sults in better outcomes for everyone involved. 

I congratulate CIGNA on winning this award 
and look forward to honoring them again in 
2011. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID ECHOLS, A 
LEADER IN ALABAMA INDUS-
TRIAL RECRUITMENT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to mark the passing of a giant personality in 
my home state’s industrial recruitment efforts 
and an individual who was one of the most in-
fluential for transforming Alabama into the 
auto manufacturing hub of the South. 

David Echols passed away on June 20, 
2010. For most Alabamians, David Echols 
might not be a household name, but his leg-
acy—both inside and outside our state—is 
monumental. 

Back in the early 1990s, David Echols, a 
project manager with the Alabama Develop-
ment Office, was tasked, nearly single- 
handedly, by state officials to go after a major 
unknown manufacturer. He had no idea at the 
time that Mercedes Benz was on the other 
end of his recruiter’s fishing line, but he con-
fidently cast his lure and after expert angling, 
reeled in what many believe to be Alabama’s 
biggest-ever industrial recruitment prize. 

Mercedes not only located in Vance, Ala-
bama, but also expanded its operations, and 
with it, enabled Alabama to capture the eye of 
many other manufacturers. 

For many, this would have been a success 
to crown one’s career, but for David, it was 
just another day at the office. He continued to 
earn his reputation as a tireless advocate for 
Alabama, pressing ahead to help land Toy-
ota’s truck engine manufacturing plant in 
Huntsville, Honda’s SUV auto manufacturing 
facility in Lincoln, and Hyundai’s North Amer-
ican manufacturing base in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. 

Those who worked with David have ob-
served that he possessed the skills and en-
ergy of a team of individuals and it will require 
more than one person to fill his enormous 
shoes. They also note that he relished in get-
ting the job done, rather than standing in the 
spotlight—a role he left to others. 

Echols’ passage at the young age of 53 is 
a loss for his family and our entire state. I re-
gret that his remarkable efforts on behalf of 
Alabama workers were not better known dur-
ing his lifetime. He deserves to be remem-
bered for contributions which certainly equal 
those of any of our elected officials. 

To David’s wife, Cynthia Nicholson Echols, 
and his daughters, Elizabeth Smith Melancon 
and Mary Katherine Echols, I extend my con-
dolences and prayers in this time of loss. The 
entire state of Alabama has been made better 
by the unselfish service of your husband and 
father. May he rest in peace. 

HONORING EUNICE BOROVIK 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of a great and respected 
Chicagoan, Eunice Borovik, who recently 
passed away at the age of 88. Eunice Borovik 
was a woman who lived life to the fullest, and 
the friends and family she had are a testament 
to the quality of her character and the type of 
woman she was. 

Eunice’s top priority was always her family 
and the love and support they provided her 
was most important in her life. She married 
her husband, Jerry, and together the couple 
raised two sons, George and his wife Jolanta, 
and Andrew and his wife Catherine. Her family 
also includes her two grandsons, Jed and 
Caleb. 

Following her 1979 election, Eunice contin-
ued her voluntary tenure as Portage Park 
Chamber of Commerce President for 21 
years. As Alderman Levar stated in a City 
Council resolution, ‘‘Eunice Z. Borovik has cre-
ated, planned and helped carry out projects 
beneficial to all those good citizens who have 
lived, worked, and prospered in Portage Park 
. . . , heralding an era of uncommon growth 
and achievement.’’ She improved the long 
overdue streetscape in the early 1980s and 
worked with what is now known as the Chi-
cago Alternative Policing Strategy (CAPS) in 
the Chicago Police Department to reduce 
crime. 

Eunice and her late husband were owners 
and managers of the local Bee Drug Store in 
the Cragin neighborhood and the family busi-
ness, Borovik Drug Company in Portage Park, 
for nearly 35 years. Following her retirement 
as president of the Portage Park Chamber of 
Commerce in 2000, the City Council of Chi-
cago gave a portion of West Irving Park Road 
the honorary name ‘‘Eunice Borovik Way.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Eunice Borovik was an in-
spiration to all who knew her. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in commemorating her in-
credible life and her extraordinary contribu-
tions to the Portage Park and Irving Park com-
munities. 

f 

HONORING 100 YEARS OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Pontifical Institute of 
the Religious Teachers Filippini in Morristown, 
New Jersey, which is celebrating its 100th an-
niversary this year. 

In August of 1910, five teachers, under the 
orders of Pope Pius X arrived in Trenton, New 
Jersey, from Italy and established their first 
center of worship. Then in 1930, they settled 
on Tower Hill in Morristown, New Jersey, now 
known as Villa Walsh in honor of Archbishop 
Thomas Joseph Walsh, where the Provincial 
Motherhouse and Villa Walsh Academy are lo-
cated. 

Mother Ninetta Ionata, one of the five origi-
nal teachers sent to the United States, holds 
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the title of ‘‘Foundress of the American Prov-
ince of Saint Lucy Filippini.’’ Even though she 
was the youngest of the five original teachers, 
she was appointed to be the Superior of Saint 
Joachim Convent on October 20, 1914. She 
dedicated her life to the service of God, her 
convent, and her religion. This woman of vi-
sion and great faith died in 1976, but is re-
called with fondness by all those fortunate to 
know her. 

The Pontifical Institute of the Religious 
Teachers Filippini has been dedicated to both 
the service of God and to their community for 
the past 100 years. They have built schools 
and convents and have operated missions 
throughout the United States and the world. In 
the 100 years since the arrival of the Religious 
Teachers Filippini, this small group has flour-
ished and their good works have spread 
around the world. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Pontif-
ical Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini 
as they celebrate 100 dedicated years of serv-
ice to our community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DENNY REHBERG 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, had I 
been present I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll-
call No. 434, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 435 and 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 436. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND PUBLIC 
SERVICE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
NEDRA GROVES 

HON. BARON P. HILL 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, on July 12, 
2010, the Mayor of Rockport, Indiana, Nedra 
A. Groves passed away at the age of 72. In 
a telling sign of her passion for public service, 
Groves decided to run for mayor of her small 
town during her retirement in 2007. She 
worked passionately for the people of Rock-
port. 

Nedra A. Groves was born in Cannelton, In-
diana, on June 14, 1938 to Archie and 
Melvina Gaynor. Groves served as the Spen-
cer County Clerk and was the former Repub-
lican County Chairman. Groves’ time as mayor 
came after four years of retired life with her 
husband Scot. She had previously worked as 
a city clerk, at the town’s license branch, and 
for nearly 20 years was part of the local zon-
ing office. She was always very active in local 
politics and government and was also a mem-
ber of the Holy Cross Lutheran Church. 

In offering his condolence, Indiana Governor 
Mitch Daniels said of Mayor Groves, ‘‘No 
mayor loved her city and its people more than 
she did. We continue to work very hard on 
new job opportunities for the Rockport area, 
and I’m just so sorry she won’t be here to see 
them happen.’’ The people of Rockport will 
miss Groves’ passion and love she had for the 
city and its residents. My thoughts and prayers 

go out to the Groves family and all those af-
fected by Nedra’s passing. 

f 

HONORING MARK PHELPS 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Mark Phelps who 
passed away on June 22, 2010. Mark was a 
resident of Stockton, CA where he served as 
the Executive Director of the Children’s Home 
of Stockton since 1985. The Children’s Home, 
established in 1882, is a nonprofit, private fa-
cility providing educational services and resi-
dential treatment to emotionally disturbed chil-
dren and their families. 

Mark was born August 13, 1947 in San 
Francisco, CA. After serving with the Volun-
teers in Service to America program, he at-
tended Ft. Lewis College in Durango, Colo-
rado, where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts 
in Psychology and a Master of Arts in Psy-
chology from the University of Northern Colo-
rado. Prior to serving as CEO of the Children’s 
Home, Mark served as a Mental Health Staff 
Psychologist, worked as a Probation Adminis-
trator in Colorado for ten years, and was ap-
pointed by Kansas Governor John Carlin to 
the Superintendency of the Kansas State Ju-
venile Correctional Facility. He also served as 
an adjunct faculty member at several State 
and private colleges and universities, and sat 
on numerous State and local boards for var-
ious private and public human service organi-
zations. 

Among his many honors, Mark was named 
‘‘Kansas Public Administrator of the Year’’ by 
the American Society of Public Administration 
in 1985, ‘‘Administrator of the Year’’ by the 
California State Council for Exceptional Chil-
dren in 1986, and was Executive Director of 
the Children’s Home of Stockton when it was 
honored in 2004 by the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and the U.S. Senate with its na-
tional award for exemplary children’s services, 
the ‘‘Angels in Adoption and Foster Care’’ 
award. 

Mark is survived by his wife, Susan, and 
their two children. He will also be greatly 
missed by the countless children, families, and 
friends whose lives were blessed by his be-
nevolent work. His life was filled with compas-
sion and service to others and his work will 
leave a lasting and positive impact. It is with 
greatest pleasure that I honor his life, his 
work, and his commitment to changing lives 
here today. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF WALTER 
LEE HOVELL, SR. 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to offer my deepest condolences to the family 
of the late Walter Lee Hovell, Sr., a respected 
philanthropist, businessman and community 
leader from Mobile, Alabama. 

After serving in the United States Marines, 
Mr. Hovell attended Spring Hill College on the 

G.I. Bill. Upon graduation, he began his career 
at Mobile Gas Company in 1961, where he 
worked as an accountant and rose to the de-
serving position of president and CEO. 

Mr. Hovell held this position until his retire-
ment in 1995. As a citizen of Mobile, Mr. 
Hovell was always working tirelessly to serve 
the community he loved. 

Walter Hovell was devoted to improving 
health and education services for all Alabam-
ians. He served on the Board of Directors for 
the United Way, The Salvation Army, the 
United Cerebral Palsy Council of Mobile and 
the Alabama School of Math and Science. 

Mr. Hovell was also a founding member of 
the Southwest Alabama Medical Education 
Consortium. In 1973 he received a lifetime 
membership to the Home of Grace board for 
his help incorporating the organization, which 
helps women addicted to drugs and alcohol. 

Madam Speaker, as a result of his selfless 
service and dedication to improving the quality 
of life for all Mobilians, Walter Hovell was 
named Mobilian of the Year in 1993 by the 
Civitan Club of Mobile. He was also the hon-
ored recipient of a ‘‘Certificate of Merit’’ in 
1991 from President George H.W. Bush. 

In his private life, Walter was a proud man 
of God. He was an ordained deacon and 
taught Sunday school classes throughout his 
life. He was also a devoted father to his three 
children and grandfather to his nine grand-
children. 

To his wife, Barbara, and daughters Cyn-
thia, Heidi and son, Walter, and their entire 
family, I express my deepest sympathies. Wal-
ter Hovell was truly an extraordinary citizen 
and friend to all. His generous spirit and un-
surpassed vision will be truly missed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 15, 2010 

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, on July 14th, 
I missed three rollcall votes numbered 437, 
438, 439, 440, and 441 because I was un-
avoidably detained in Kansas. 

Rollcall No. 437 was a vote on the previous 
question, providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 1722) to improve teleworking in execu-
tive agencies by developing a telework pro-
gram that allows employees to telework at 
least 20 percent of the hours worked in every 
2 administrative workweeks, and for other pur-
poses. Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 438 was a vote on H. Res. 
1509, providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 1722) to improve teleworking in execu-
tive agencies by developing a telework pro-
gram that allows employees to telework at 
least 20 percent of the hours worked in every 
2 administrative workweeks, and for other pur-
poses. Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 439 was a vote on H.R. 2864, 
to amend the Hydrographic Services Improve-
ment Act of 1998 to authorize funds to acquire 
hydrographic data and provide hydrographic 
services specific to the Arctic for safe naviga-
tion, delineating the United States extended 
continental shelf, and the monitoring and de-
scription of costal changes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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